GACAA Board Meeting
Minutes for September 5, 2025

Members present – Andrew Sawyer, Lucy Ray, Guy Hancock, Jason Mallard, Sierra Burke, John Bennett, Morgan Grizzle, Whitney Ottinger, Bob Kemerait, Justin Hand, Derrick Bowen
Members Absent –Michasia Dowdy, Raymond Fitzpatrick, Luan Oliveria, Intiaz Chowdhury, Kevin Livingston, 
Guest Present – Paula Burke, Keith Mickler

Andrew Sawyer called the meeting to order at 9:04 am 
Jason gave the invocation. 
Officer Updates
· Secretary Report: Morgan Grizzle sent out the minutes through email from the July meeting. 
· Lucy moved to accept the minutes as presented. 
· John Bennett seconded
· Accepted unanimously

· Treasurer Report: Guy Hancock emailed out the financials. The balance sheet shows a total in checking and savings of $196,417.91. Total assets are $201,168.58. On the P&L we had a total income of $5,975 and total expenses of $3,236.41 giving us a net income of $2,738.59. Reconciliation beginning balance of $23,049.40 and an ending balance of $24,768.12
· Whitney moved to accept the treasurer's report. 
· Lucy seconded
· Accepted unanimously

· President Report: Andrew Sawyer
· Just supporting the Expo where needed. 
· Brenda is working on the website for registration of the annual meeting. 

· President-Elect Report: Bob Kemerait. 
· Corteva usually does the Monday night dinner at the conference. They are unable to do the meeting this year for us. 
· We have a few guest speakers this year, Donald Chase (peanut board), Sanford Bishop (possibly), Chas Cannon, maybe a couple more. 

· Vice President: Justin Hand
· We have the sign-up sheet for the food booth half full. And hotel rooms are booked. We do have a food license in hand. 
· Working on the specialist award and making sure everything is updated. 

· Past President Report: Lucy Ray
· Please let me know if you need anything from me. 
· District Reports
· NW: Whitney
· Dade Co. hired Allison Johnson
· Educator in Lamar Co. was hired. 
· James Harrin moved to CEC, so Fulton is hiring a new agent. 
· NE: Sierra
· Hired 2 new agents and are now full.
· SW: John
· Decatar Co. ANR agent left, and that is open now. 
· Brooks Co. hired Jacob. 
· Lowndes Co might be hiring to replace Jacob. 
· SE: Jason
· Screvens Co. hired Jacob Akinson
· Laurens Co. is vacant – Raymond retired. 
· State Staff: Luan
· Still interviewing for Simmer Virk’s position. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Dr. Clemen Oliveira (peanut & pecan pathologist) started in July.

· Updates:
· Keith and Paula Update on National Meeting in GA
· Dr. Toews is all in on supporting us with the meeting. Justin, Keith, and Paula met with him on Sept. 2. 
· Working with the hotels and the NACAA chairs and exec. Board members to start planning. 
· Asking all chairpersons to meet Monday of GACAA. 
· We will have time during the conference to talk to general membership at the conference too. 
· Need to working on how we will handle reimbursements.
· Dr. Toews will be at the Tuesday night dinner of expo. 

· Jason: ACCG update
· Have had some calls with ACCG board, and they want to bring in regional commissions to help and offer more food, kind of like what we do with the farmhouse. 
· We will have more discussion after September, but we don’t really want to have this happen because it will take away from the farmhouse. 

· Lucy: Remember to encourage any new agents to get involved and become members of GACAA. 

· Next meeting is Oct. 3rd at 9am

Minutes submitted by Morgan Grizzle. 
